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	Background

	Donald Canestraro is a skilled professional with 25 years of experience in federal law enforcement. He exemplifies inherent ability to quickly and decisively make mission critical decisions. He has a proven ability to assess host nation law enforcement units and design training programs to meet training needs  His core competencies include: supervision, tactical training, training assessments, course development, intelligence gathering and analysis, infrastructure protection, technology development, program development and management, public speaking, surveillance and counter surveillance and investigative techniques.


Education
· B.A., Political Science, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio
 Experience
April 2016-present.  Office of the Secretary of Defense, Military Commissions Defense Organization

Rosslyn, Virginia

Contract Criminal Investigator

· Responsible for providing national and international investigative support to the legal team defending the 9/11 conspirators.  
· Located and interviewed witnesses.
· Conducted reviews and analysis of documentary and physical evidence. 
· Trained military and civilian personnel in counter surveillance techniques.
· Assessed training needs and developed an in house training program for military personnel. 
· Developed, managed and debriefed confidential sources.
· Provided counter intelligence support to team operations overseas. 
· Supervised intelligence and administrative staff.
· Prepared complex reports and affidavits for use in military courts.
November 2014- April 2016, U.S. Department of State, Anti-Terrorism Assistance Program. 
Contract Law Enforcement Instructor

· Advanced U.S. foreign policy objectives by training law enforcement counterparts in investigations, surveillance and crisis management.
· Certified to teach Critical Incident Management, Interviewing Terrorist Suspects, Surveillance Detection, Major Case Management, Instructor Development and Interdicting Terrorist Activities to law enforcement officers overseas.
· Conducted on site assessments of host nation law enforcement units during training courses.
· Evaluated and graded foreign counterpart law enforcement personnel. 
· Drafted training reports for team leader and senior ATA officials. 
· Gained experience working in diverse cultural and austere environments.
· Utilized prior law enforcement experience to enhance current Major Case Management and Critical Incident Management courses.
· Received certification in Instructional Skills.
· Arranged for logistical support from Regional Security Officers for training activities in support of the ATA program.
· Delivered courses in Kyrgyzstan, Burundi, the Bahamas, Morocco, Jamaica, Trinidad, and the Dominican Republic.
November 2012– April 2016, The Soufan Group, Doha, Qatar.
Contract Law Enforcement Instructor
· Responsible for training and mentoring law enforcement officers in Qatar in surveillance, counter surveillance, investigations and defensive tactics. 
· Assessed host nation training needs and designed an investigative and tactical training program to improve host nation agency operations. 

· Conducted assessments of the effectiveness of host nation training programs and made recommendations to senior officials to improve course content. 

· Supervised students during practical exercises conducted to simulate realistic law enforcement operations. 
· Responsible for arranging and coordinating logistical support for practical exercises.
· Led a team of translators and instructors providing law enforcement students with high quality training. 
· Drafted training reports for senior officials. 
· Developed inaugural advanced investigations course following an in depth assessment the training needs of law enforcement officers in Qatar. 
· Developed surveillance curriculum and instructor manual for use in future courses.
· Graded and evaluated senior level officers on law enforcement courses after developing a baseline for student performance. 
· Taught classes including "Interview and Interrogation, "Crime Scene Search, "Intelligence Collection", "Advanced Investigations", and "Human Source Handling." 
August  2005 –November 2012, Drug Enforcement Administration,
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 Supervisory Special Agent
· Trained and mentored team of 10 officers in a multi-agency task force carrying out international investigations involving money laundering, terrorism, drug trafficking, and organized crime. 
· Supervised federal agents in law enforcement operations targeting trafficker communications.
· Led in-house investigations of employee misconduct. Supervised District Security and technical operations programs to protect sensitive agency activities and information. 
· Supervised employee training by coordinating instructors, equipment and facilities. and logistics. 
· Led daily activities, such as service of arrest and search warrants, complex undercover operations and surveillance.
· Ensured that all employees complied with agency objectives and policy. 
· Evaluated overall investigative performance through conducting thorough inspection of other units within a 300-person division. 
· Assumed full responsibility in ensuring the protection of undercover officers during high-risk activities. 
· Administered and carried out financial audits of sensitive agency investigative programs. 
· Boosted productivity 108% despite a 10% reduction in staffing.
· Played a key role in maintaining the office at the top of all performance measurements.
· Expertly accomplished the Division’s first investigation into trafficker use of social media
October 1999 – August 2005, Drug Enforcement Administration, Roanoke, VA
Special Agent
· Conducted investigations into drug trafficking, money laundering and terrorism.
· Gained extensive experience in training U.S. and foreign police agencies in tactical operations. 
·  Selected, trained and arranged logistical support for the first Chilean Investigative Police SWAT team in building entry, vehicle assault and undercover officer protection. 
· Assessed foreign counterpart training needs and designed a tactical training program to improve host nation law enforcement operations. 
· Trained several state and local police agencies, including the inaugural tactical teams from the Appomattox County and Russell County Sheriff's departments.
· Supervised a tactical school for the Virginia State Police SWAT team in clandestine laboratory entries, utilizing a mock-up of an actual meth lab complete with simulated flash fires, chemical hazards and hostile role players to give the officers realistic training in all aspects of  a clandestine lab take down. 
·  Conducted and arranged for the support for the first vehicle assault and surveillance schools for the Central Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy.
·   Trained and mentored officers from Uzbekistan and Peru in tactical operations and also traveled to Guyana to train officers there in high-risk operations. 
September 1996– October 1999, Drug Enforcement Administration, San Juan, Puerto Rico
Special Agent 
· Directed day to day operations of a 22 person multi-agency drug task force.
· Exchanged intelligence with foreign counterparts throughout the Caribbean.
· Trained and mentored local officers in all aspects of federal narcotics investigations.
· Conducted the first-ever investigation into trafficker use of e-mail.
· Strategically planned a covert operation targeting corrupt airline employees’ use of company computer systems in conducting illegal activities.
March 1991 - September 1996, Drug Enforcement Administration, Washington, DC.
Special Agent
· Led group in seizures and arrests, including targeting illegal aliens who were alleged to be trafficking cocaine through the use of the group’s first storefront operation.
· Performed as an undercover agent to purchase narcotics from traffickers that resulted to seizures and arrests.
June 1987 –March 1991, Drug Enforcement Administration, Washington, DC
Intelligence Analyst
· Established an international intelligence gathering program that drove enforcement operations and significantly reduced the amount of cocaine entering the United States.
· Trained and mentored Bolivian law enforcement officers in intelligence gathering and analysis. 
